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comnon voice from the business sector.
Perconalities like Binod Chaudharyand Dirn al<ar
Colchha represent our voice u'hen needed.
Every Nepali should get enlploymenr in rhe
countryito ensure it, the development ofthe
private sector is a nrusr- Forthis, everypfivate
sector must get a tavourable envitonmentto
worl( as per \\.tO, SAFT,A and SAPIA norms.
We will work oo rha!.

Whot points do you intend to bring
up ol the CA for the developmenl of
lhe business seclor?

The priorit jes ofthe business sector are
electricjf l,, ending of frequent stri l(es, and
securitv tbr the business people and business
houses .  l f  these demands are  ne t ,  the
indus t r ia l  sec tor  w i l l  de f in i re l l  uork  a r  i rs
best and significantly help in thc growrh of
lhe GDP I \^1ll dplnileh bring up rhe:e poirrrs
at the cA.

Which commiftee ore you involved in
ond how do you intend to work in it?

I am involved r\ rlle Rajya Byowasthopan
Commiftee. lt is sad thar rhe nleetingto form a
vision, policies and lvork descriptions under dris
c<-rmmittee, has ncrtvet raken place. But the fact
is that the comminee has been establisltL'd t)
eDsure sL'curiry i.e. personal and business
securit\', throughout rhe nation. I am also a
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member of lhe /ha.onkhydk Comminee. a
committee of minori!v groups of different
sectors. ltwillftlnction ro ensure thateach and
every individual is enjol,ing lirndamental rights
and nleetingthe basic needs.

Do you ihink business persons in
polit ics con moke o difference lo the
economy?

Del ln i te l r .  Bus iness  per .uns  in  pa l i r r , .
can make a significant change in the narional
economv. Businesses require clear national
and intematioDal policies and well-defined
norms. When \ e incorporate these things
into the CA, a la\,ourable environment wil l
guide businesses to prospedqr As stated
edrliet buslnesse\ oplratirr3 in a conducrve
environment u,ill help in economic grou,th.

The internofionol economy is focing
problems oi the momenf ond Nepol
con'l be on exception. The economrc
downiurn moy offect prominenl
seclors in Nepol. How will your
commiflee oddress lhese issues?

The econorny wil l improve gradually but
every sector needs to be aware olthe impact
on the various phases of econom\,. There
shou)d be good relatioDship between the
indus t r ja l  sec tor  and rhe  banks .  l \4any
indu:tries perlhrnr therr husrness acLrvrties

without fear or injustice is what everyone
expects in a modern state.

As o sludent, were you involved/
interesfed in ony type of politics?

No, at least notthe kind ofpolit icalpafy
politics. Butldid contest elections for student
gymkhana or hostel club at l lT Kanpur for

exanlple. Moreover, I
was terribly busy with
che overload ofstudies
in  c lass .  l ib ra ry  and
hostel room- That was
how we students spenr
allof ourtime those days.

All these yeors you
were not inlo polit ics
so whoi mode you
occept lhe
nominotion mode
by o polit icol poriy?

I  thought  a  g rea t  dea l  about  the
nomination before accepting. I also d iscussed
itwith family menbe rs and consulted some
senior personalit ies. Finall j,, I came to the
conc lusron  rha t  wr r t ing  a  cons t r ru t ion  is  a
lifetinte occasion for any nation and lwould
liketo becone a partofchis historic moment.
So in  th is  p focess .  as  \ ,ou  mighr  have
noticed, thefe !^'as a dela).in nr\ ' raking rhe

through financial cooperatiol provided bythe
banks. For industries rel), ing on import, the
bank provides the Trust Credit (TR) loan, an
import creditfaciliry offered ro importers to
meet funding requirements fiorn the pon of
discharge to either a custom point or a
warehouse of the importer Inirialh, rhe
parback period ol-1R loan war 90- 120 dd\ ir In
. r  s i rua t ion  wherc  the  e(onomv i \  la ( ing
difl ic,.rlt t i$es,90 davs were nor enough for
industfies to pal back the loan.Iam sure rhat
most indLrstdes jnvoh'ed in the impon sectol
would have closed do$r their activiries ifrhe
NRB had notextended tht'payback period to
180 davs .  wh ich  is  enou. -h  I  rme iu r  mdk ins
palments to bank. This npe ofapproach u,ill
definitely rescue domestic indLrstries. Our
locus wil l definitely be on providing these
types offacilities to the industrial sector

How do you idenlify yourself: os o
business person or os o polit icion?

Firstly,lam a businessman and then only a
polit ician. I have much morc ro do for the
busrness communityin the dn),s to come- lam
not at all satisfied nt the Iack olprogress in rhe
CA. People expect a lot from CA members.
Theconstitution has notyer been drafted.lam
notmakrng anv promises here, brrr lwil lwork
to the best of my abil iW ro address the
problems ofthe business comDDn!ry

oath ofomce.
Secondly, Ithought thar at rhis stage of

my life if lcould be a part oftheteam which
wi l l  in f luence the  fu tu re  l i ves  o f  ny
grandchildren that becomes my duty.

Lastly, this nomination is done, according
to the constitution, by the Council of
Ministers on the basis ofconscnsus, frorn
among distinguished persons or ethnic or
indigenous groups who have made significant
conr ribution5 ro ndtiondl l i [e. The nomination
does not meanjoining a party. I rechecked
and confirmed this pointeven from the part_v
who nomin3ted  me to  th i !  Counc i l  o f
Ministers before accepting,

Being o copilolisi, why hove you

ioined o sociolist porty?
This seems to have surprised many who

don't knowmewell. One ofmy facrories was
bombed and Iwas held captive ar gunpoint
along with myworkers; and here I am in the
parliamentin t$'o J'ears. I am the person Iwas
before.l have not become a member ofany
partyovernrght.

The most important fact is that allpolitical
parties have come together after a long and
violent confl ict. The country has chosen a
peaceful political process to shape its future
destiny.Atatime like this it is myb€liefthar
each Nepali must encourage and nunure drrs

working together
and solving
the
country's
problems
must
continue.'
Your polit icol vision on
New Nepo l . . .

Afteraviolentrurmoilthepolitical parties
finally came together in Nepal. This was a
uniqueand highll, praised ieanrre ofthe Nepali
conflict. The same spirit ofworking rogether
and soiving the country's problems must
continue. The vision of a country is made by
its people. However peace. rule qf law
econonric groMh to allo!^r all cit izens to l ive
theif l ives freell to rhe fullesr potential



polit ical process even though it is reither
easy nor quick. We should ignore snraller
obstacles and stay on course towards the
main destrnarion. Also this rs an rndicdtion
of the recognjtion of the significance of
business growth andthe private sector.lt is
in rhis spirrt thrr lhavejuined the CA.

Nepalese business organisations and
federations may have proposed my name
because ofihe work I have done in the fields
o f  indus t ry ,  bus iness  chambers  and
federations inthe past overa long period. I
think the parties and the Councjl of
Ministefs accepted me because of this
badiground.

We often heor people soying thot
businessmen hove ioined CA for
personol business security. Whot is
your soy on this? Whot is your moin
motive behind it?

I can't speak for everyone. But I don't
sub(c r ibe  1o  th is  k ind  o f  th ink ing .  nor  i s
this my reason ofioining CA. I can only
requcsr rhat ler pcople.;udge b1 mv anrons
orbehaviours now and in the past.

As we heor from differenf sources
there is o lock of q common voice
for the business sector. Are you
reody lo come oul of the personol
goins brockel ond work for lhe
business community ond the privote
secfor os q whole?

Some ofus in the busiDess sectof secm
to develop super egos because of our
positions in our companies. Maybe I also
act like this sometimes. But mycontinuous
guiding value has beenthat one should nor
use public office or position forprivate gain.
Ihave tried to make extra efforts to ensure
this.As Ihave said let mypastactions speak,
lel people who have worked with mejudge.
There is not much point in ralking myseli

Whol ore your points of demond
thot you intend to bring up ot the
CA for fhe developmenf of lhe
business seclor?

CAsjob is lo draft d ne\^ constiturion.
ln today s world we hale to strive for
consensus as far as possible to achieve
suscainable resulcs. Everybody u,ants to
develop a peacefuland prosperous Nepal,
create many more job opportunities and
eliminate injustice ftom the societt We liom
business sectorcan enrich the decisions of
C-A and addralue b1 sharing our perspecrivc
and experience honestlyand inan unbiased
way

We also have to realise that ourway of
thinkingmaynot alu,ays be eve$,one else s.
Thc mrmbcr( ol l A cume from d dr\ el5irl
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oibackgrounds. The), are the Nepalis outside
ofour offices orfactories. So we have to listen
to otherj too dnd do a benerlob ofexplaining
ourlogrc.

Our prosperity does not l ie in making
ever)one a merejob seekcr. Our countD s
future prospe q/ l ies in unleashing the spirir
ofentrepreneurship io as man! young m€n
and women as possible.

We businesspersons have to lead b!
example. Show to the polit icians and rhe
societythatwe are contributing no less than
anybody else to the countrythrough business
operations. We have to build a societywhich
celebrates success, not pull do\^,n or defame
success. whether at personal or business
levels. At the same tinre we have to have a
society which accepts atld forgives failure so
that the spirit ofentrep.eneurship and risk
taking l ives on.lthinkthat these are thekiDd
olbeliefswe private sector have to pronote
e!ery1vhcre inc[lding at CA.

Which commiftee ot lhe CA ore yo-
involved in ond how do you inlend fo
work on if ?

ln CA lam in the Capacity Building and
Resource Management Comnittee. Now I
have been elected to be th€ Convenor of
Programme SubcomDirtee. I wil l trv to use
the network of local expertise, outside
organisarions, Nepal s blsiness seclor aDd
i r te rna t iona l  exper ience to  serye  the
constitLrtion making process as appropriate.

Do you think businesspersons in
poliiics con moke q difference for the
economy? lf yes how?

O[\ourse. we caD. But the asiumprion i:
rhatthe politics is rule based and has a set of
values based on modctn universal practice.
ln such a situationwe can bring ourbusiness
experience and management skil ls to the
table and increase the size and taste ofthe
pie. But lam under no i l lusion that we are
always the best people or can solve everlthilrg
on our own. We have to join hands with
different segments ofthe society.

Today's Nepal seems, unfortunately,
neither rule-based norguided by any sensible
ralues.The politicai cul re being developed
and practiced is in the opposite direction. In
such a situation many ofus from business
u ithour rny parry base become helpless.

Finally if we become overambitious, start
using position for personalgain wewillfail in
makinga contribution and this spoilthe image
ofbusiness.

Your rnternational erperience and if l orr
have anveconomic models practiced in other'
couDt r ic ' s  tha t  you  wou ld  l i ke  to  see
i n r p l c  n r < n r  c d .  f o r  e \ d m p l e  s c \ e r a l
de|cloping coLrntrre. prdcl ic., a lrorp(1ionist

business policy to proted national indu5l ries
from being bought byloreign investors.

We are  a  re la t i ve ly  smal l  count ry
between two giaDts. Being smallwe should
be able to becomevery agile (alertl, dy,namrc
and quick to decide, act and respond to nay
siruation. I think that is howwe wiilcreate
an enviable niche for ourselves.

We don'thave to be apologeticto fight
forourinterests or national industries; erery
counrrl bigor small does ir. We should do ir
too with full homewo* and unity at home.
But atthe same time we should neverthink
that is howour industries should rLln in the
long run.Our indusrries should not becone
dependent on them lor survival at all times.
We have, at the same time, to work to make
our industries competit ive and high on
productivity and effi cienqr

Your view on free morkel.....
lbelieve in a sensible balance and

evolutior) to a system which fits our
re ld inesr  Io  ac(ep t  i l  and  use i l . lh is
readiness comes from how strong and stable
our institutional framewoft ofthe economy
is. How mature our society's attiiude to risk
taking and entrepreneu15hip is. And whar is
proven by the results delivered. But the
truth is - market is. in nost ofthe cases,
the most unbiased. the roughest and rhe
bestjudge.You cannot fool rhe Darket and
the consumers inthe long run.

Since Nepol hos o chootic polit icol
history whol kind of politicol syslem
you think would be oble fo
guoroniee more polit icol stqbil i iy?

The present consensus in lhe couDrry
says it all. I think the important elements
are: an indusivevet competiti\€ dentocracy
based on citizens' soverergn rights, a system
which believes in resoh'ing its future
conf l  i c ts  th rough peacefu l  means.
Awareness ofone's responsibilities not only
righrs, being rolerant and mindful ofother
people's rights while fighting for one's own
ngnrs.

Whof conclusions do you drow from
lhe recenl globol economic
meltdown for Nepol?

We are not thar integrated with the
global economy and our economic structure
is sti l l  in a formative stage. So the global
disaster did not strike us yetwith fullforce.
Butthere is no room for complacenq/. \^/hen
gianr companies, icons of business, poweriul
countdes are teetering and tottering in an
rLnbelievable way, we can oot say we will
remaiD safe. Constant Nonitoring and
alenness by the goverDmentwith the help
ofthe best experts must be maintained.
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